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marck. J'ai trouve le moyen de lea faire voler, ce qui m'a reussi avec
quelques-unes ; mais le mal est qu'il y en a parmi qui sont en chiffre.
Oomme tout ce qui regarde la malheureuse duchesse de Zel, n'eat guere
honorable, je souhaiterais pouvoir retirer lea autres. A 1'attendant, je
voua envoie celles-ci, qui pourront vous servir d'eclaircissement sur sa
facon de penser. Je serais charmee, mon cher frere, si je puis reussir dans
l'idee qui j'ai eue, que cela pourrait meriter votre curiosite . . .

The Lewenhaupt and Konigsmarok families were, as the editor of
Queen Louisa Ulrica's correspondence reminds us, closely connected
with one another, Countess Amalia Wilhelmina von Konigsmarck, the
elder sister of Sophia Dorothea's lover, having in 1662 married the
Saxon Lieutenant-General Count Carl Gustav von Lewenhaupt.
She is the lady to whom the history of the Lund documents can be
satisfactorily traced ; and the publication of Queen Louisa Ulrica's
letter, .which is also preserved in the Geheimes Staatsarchiv at
Berlin, finally sets the whole matter at rest. I may take this oppor-
tunity of stating that there seems to be no reason for believing that
any further correspondence between Princess Sophia Dorothea and
Count von Konigsmarck remains in the possession of the present
head of the house of Hanover.

A. W. WARD.

Lord George Germain and Sir William Howe.

A MEMOBANDUM by William Knox, among the manuscripts of Captain
H. V. Knox,1 seems to settle a question on which there has been
some uncertainty. According to Lord Shelburne * the failure of
Howe to co-operate from the south with Burgoyne was due to
Lord George Germain.

Among many singularities he had a particular aversion to being put
out of his way on any occasion ; he had fixed to go into Kent or North-
amptonshire at a particular hour, and to call on his way at his office to
sign the despatches, all of which had been settled for both these generals.
By some mistake those to Gen. Howe were not fair copied ; and, upon his
growing impatient at it, the office, which was a very idle one, promised to
send it to the country after him, while they despatched the others to
Gen. Burgoyne, expecting that the others could be expedited before the
packet sailed with the first, which however by some mistake sailed without
them, and the wind detained the vessel which was ordered to carry the
rest. Hence came Gen. Burgoyne's defeat, the French declaration, and
the loss of thirteen colonies.

Shelburne's statement, in Sir George Trevelyan's words, has
been generally received ' with caution, if not with inoredulity.' The

1 Historical Manuscripts Commission, Report on Manuscripts in Various Collec-
tions, v i 277.

* FitiMaurlce's Li/e of Shelburne, I 368.
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facts of the case, according to Knox, who was under-secretary of
the America office, were as follows :

There certainly was a weak place [he writes] in Lord Sackville's
defence, which was the want of an official communication to Howe of the
plan and Burgoyne's instructions, with orders for his co-operation, of which
I was not only innocent, but it was owing to my interference that Howe
had any knowledge of the business. Mr. D'Oyly, my then colleague, having
been some time deputy-secretary at war, and .the particular friend of
Howe, had the entire conduct of the military business ; and Burgoyne
and he had settled the force and instructions. . . . When all was pre-
pared, and I had them to compare and make up, Lord Sackville came down
to the office to sign the letters on his way to Stoneland, when I observed
to him that there was no letter to Howe to acquaint him with the plan or
what was expected of him in consequence of it. His lordship started, and
D'Oyly stared, but said he would in a moment write a few lines. ' So,'
says Lord Sackville, ' my poor horses must stand in the street all the time,
and I shan't be to my time anywhere.' D'Oyly then said he had better
go, and he would write himself to Howe and inclose copies of Burgoyne's
instructions, which would tell him all that he could want to know; and
with this his lordship was satisfied, as it enabled him to keep his time, for
he never could bear delay or disappointment; and D'Oyly sat down and
wrote a letter to Howe, but he neither showed it to me or gave a copy of
it for the oifice ; and, if Howe had not acknowledged the receipt of it, with
a copy of the instructions to Burgoyne, we could not have proved that he
ever saw them. I applied upon this occasion to D'Oyly for a copy of the
letter, but he said that he had kept none. I then desired that he would
get one from Howe, who had the original, but he would not ask for it, and
Lord Sackville did not call upon Howe for it. Thurlow would however
have called for it, if the inquiry had gone on, as I had told him all the
circumstances.

H. E. EGERTON.
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